PLANS   FOR   THE   FUTURE
meet the views of the Government of India,1 of the officials of
the Iraq Administration, many of whom were still on the active
list of Indian services, and of the Imperialists in general who
saw in the occupation of clraq the logical climax of three cen-
turies of British activity in the Middle East. It would ensure the
safety of the alternative route to India, of which Baghdad was
to be the Glapham Junction of the air, the protection of India
from Bolshevik Russia, now more dangerous than ever before,
her ambitions sustained by insidious social doctrines,2 and the
safeguarding of commercial interests, of which oil in Persia,
in^the Transferred Territories and at Kirkuk has assumed
primary importance.
On the other hand, if Great Britain were to support an Arab
Government, problems would immediately arise as to the type
of Administration to be established and as to the degree of
power and responsibility with which it was to be endowed,
bearing in mind both the necessity of safeguarding British
interests and the fact that the Arab State must be constructed
almost from the foundations.
Among those who would restrict the participation of Arabs in
the government of 'Iraq were those who favoured direct British
control. At the other end of the scale, varying in their views as
to the degree of responsibility to be given to an indigenous
administration, were the Arabs themselves, having an unlimited
belief in their rights and in their own untried abilities; the English-
men who, like the late T. E. Lawrence, believed in the sanctity of
Great Britain's pledged word; those who believed, as doctrinaires
believe, in the rights of Arabs to a national existence; and those
who held that the interests of the Empire could be as well
served and at a much less cost by friendly Arabs supported by
Great Britain, as by a direct administration of the country.
1 The Government of India, however, was somewhat perturbed by the pros-
pect of the financial responsibilities involved; Ormsby-Gore, W, 7. C. Asian
Soc., Vol. vii (1920), p. 93.
2 For Lord Curzon's views, see infra, pp. 178-9, also y. C. Asian Soc., Vol. vn
(1920), p. 98; Vol. vin (1921), pp. 21, 33.
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